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                                                           26th February 2026
Dear Resident
Subject: Sunny Bank Weir Removal Project
We are getting in touch to let you know about an upcoming environmental project in your area. The Environment Agency, working in partnership with the Wild Trout Trust and the South Cumbria Rivers Trust, will be hoping to remove the small weir at Sunny Bank in the summer of 2026. We’ll confirm the exact date closer to the time.
Although the ownership of the weir is not recorded with the Land Registry, we have carried out extensive research and assessed the site carefully. Removing the weir is an important step in improving the health of Torver Beck. It will help fish move more freely, support eel populations, boost local wildlife and improve the natural hydromorphology of the watercourse—actions required under the Water Resources Act (section 161ZA) and the Eel Regulations 2003.
An independent consultant has completed flood‑risk modelling for the project. Their assessment shows that taking out the weir will not increase flood risk downstream. During the works, we will also take care to minimise any short‑term disturbance to the environment. As the weir is already in poor condition and very small in scale, we expect the carefully delivered works to only take a couple of days to be fully completed.
If you would like more information, please contact the Environment Agency’s Customer and Engagement Team for Cumbria (engagement.cmblnc@environment-agency.gov.uk), or speak to any of the partner organisations involved in the project.
Thank you for your understanding and support as we work to improve the local river habitat.
Yours sincerely,
The Sunny Bank River Restoration Project Team
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